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And it’s time to act. The energy plan I lay
out for the Nation harnesses the power of
modern markets and the potential of new
technology. It looks at today’s energy prob-
lem and sees tomorrow’s energy opportunity.
It addresses today’s energy shortages and
shows the way to tomorrow’s energy abun-
dance.

I have great faith in our country’s ability
to solve the energy problem, and our energy
plan shows the way. But most of all, I have
great faith in the American people. Our
land’s ingenuity, our innovation, our entre-
preneurial spirits, is this country’s greatest of
all resources. And thank God they are never
in short supply.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. at the
RiverCentre Convention Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Norm Coleman of St. Paul;
John Labosky, president, Capital City Partnership;
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Presi-
dent also referred to ANWR, the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge.

Remarks at the Iowa Energy Center
in Nevada, Iowa

May 17, 2001

The President. Please be seated. Senator,
thank you very much. It’s great to see you
again, and thank you so much for introducing
me. It’s nice to be here in Nevada. [Laugh-
ter] Mr. Mayor, I bet you were a little nerv-
ous about how I was going to pronounce that,
weren’t you? [Laughter] But thank you so
much, Andy, for being here. And I thank you
for being here, as well, Ms. Murphy. It’s an
honor to see you.

I’m pleased to be here with the Governor.
Mr. Governor, thank you for taking time. I
am impressed that your State has got the
imagination and the foresight to be on the
cutting edge of research and development
necessary to help our Nation become energy-
independent.

I’m so honored the two fabulous State sen-
ators are here. How are you all doing? I hope
you’re behaving—[laughter]—better than
you were the last time I saw you. [Laughter]
Thanks for coming. And finally, Ganske,

Congressman Ganske, thank you for being
here, friend. It’s good to see you.

I’m thrilled to be traveling today with two
members of my Cabinet, who the Senator
just introduced. I’m going to ask them to say
a few remarks about our vision for America.
I want to thank Floyd for his hospitality. I
want to thank the president of Iowa State
for being here. I told him I didn’t appreciate
how the Iowa State people treated those
Texas basketball teams this year. [Laughter]
He said he didn’t really care what I thought
about how—[laughter].

I’m really glad to be back in Iowa. This
is not a time to talk politics, but I do want
to tell the citizens of Iowa I appreciated so
very much the hospitality of this great State.
I told people that this is a unique State, be-
cause every time I came, people treated me
with respect and were very kind. I think it
may be one of the kindest States in the
United States, which is a great tribute to the
people of this State.

Frankly, we need a little more kindness
in America, and we definitely need a new
tone in Washington, DC. We need to be able
to have a discussion of public policy that’s
important for the country without name-call-
ing and finger-pointing, without the attitude
of zero-sum politics. If the President pro-
posed it, it’s got to automatically be bad, be-
cause he said so. And if an opponent said
it, it’s automatically got to be bad, because
he or she said it. That’s not right for America.
And it’s particularly not right when it comes
to addressing huge issues and important
issues, like energy security and energy inde-
pendence.

Today I had the honor of talking—laying
out a comprehensive energy plan for the
country. I had asked the Vice President and
members of my Cabinet to take a look at
the situation, analyze the problem, and to
come up with solutions. And today I outlined
over 100 solutions, proposals as a solution to
the problems we face.

We face a shortage of energy. I was read-
ing in the newspaper today where there is
a shortage of energy in one of the major cities
in Iowa. It is real. It is not an imagination
of anybody in my administration. It’s not out
of our imagination. It’s a real problem. And
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we believe that this administration was elect-
ed to address those problems—forget poli-
tics—to put policies out for the Nation to
debate, and then to act on those policies.

So today I’ve laid out an initiative that said,
first and foremost, we better be better con-
servationists in the country. We need to con-
serve. We need to be wise about how we
use energy. We need to figure out how to
drive new kinds of cars that don’t overcon-
sume hydrocarbons. We need to figure out
how to have smart technologies in our
homes. Citizens need to figure out how to
be more conservation-oriented. We need to
be mindful of turning off lights. And we’ve
got regulations that Christie Todd may talk
about, that talks about more fuel-efficient ap-
pliances. And we’re making progress in
America. We’re better conservationists than
we’ve been in the past, but there’s still more
work to do.

And secondly, no matter how well we con-
serve, we’re still going to need more energy.
As I noted today, the State of California is
the second best State in the Union for con-
servation measures. And yet they’ve got a
problem. They have run out of energy at
times. That’s called rolling blackouts. It just
goes to show that we can conserve, but we
also need to come up with additional sup-
plies.

And I talked about those supplies. And one
of the keys to energy security in America,
and national security, is to have a diversified
energy base. That means oil; that means gas;
that means safe nuclear energy; that means
clean coal technologies to make sure the
abundance of coal that we use is done in a
friendly—environmentally friendly way.

But it also means interesting new opportu-
nities, such as biomass, and that’s why we’ve
come here. I can’t think of anything better
for national security than to replace barrels
of oil that come into the country from nations
that can’t stand America—some of them
don’t—with products that we grow here in
America. I can’t think of—I would much
rather replace oil from Iraq with corn prod-
ucts from Iowa, and it’s getting within our
reach.

I was talking to Floyd about how real are
the products that are being looked at here;
how close are we to reality. And he said,

‘‘Pretty darn close.’’ Biodiesel is what he
talked about. We’re pretty darn close, and
we’re more than close when it comes to eth-
anol. It’s real. And I said during the campaign
here that I support ethanol. You’ve just got
to know, I support it not only as a candidate,
but I support it as the President. It makes
sense for America.

You know, much of the debate on energy
seems to polarize the country. It doesn’t have
to be that way. You’re either for exploration
and, therefore, against the environment, or
for the environment and, therefore, against
exploration. And that’s not the way the dis-
course ought to go.

The discourse ought to go: How can we
explore without hurting the environment?
And I strongly believe, and I know that tech-
nologies have developed over the last 30
years, so that I can say with certainty to the
American people, we can explore for pre-
cious fuels like natural gas in a way that does
not harm our environment. It doesn’t harm
our—we can go to the Arctic, for example,
and build ice roads and bring the equipment
on an ice road and build a pad made out
of ice and then for those few periods of time
when the ice melts, withdraw the equipment.
And then when the ice comes back, come
back, so we don’t damage the tundra. We
can drill from one location to a reservoir
miles away. The technology has changed.

So instead of having a debate that says,
well, we can’t drill because of the environ-
ment, or we can’t—and we’re not for energy
independence if you’re for the environment,
we need to have a discourse that says, let’s
work together in America. Let’s make sure
we can have both. Otherwise, our folks are
going to hurt.

We don’t want the blackouts of California,
which affects a lot of hard-working people’s
lives in a negative way, to extend its reach
across the country. We don’t want that to
happen. Nobody likes it when gas prices are
high. I know there are farmers out there
working to make a living on a thin margin,
and when the price of refined product goes
up, it affects the livelihood of hard-working
people in Iowa. Nobody likes that.

So instead of polarizing, we need to come
together with solutions. We need more refin-
ing capacity in America, folks. We need to
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make sure we protect the environment, but
have incentives and regulations that encour-
age the development of additional supply.

And finally, in my speech today, I’m
going—I talked about conservation, and I
talked about additional supplies in a diversi-
fied supply base. I also talked about making
sure that we get the product from point A
to the consumers. And our infrastructure is
aging. It’s old. Our electricity grid needs to
be modernized, so we can move product
from point A to point B. There are places
in southern California where there’s ample
energy, but they can’t get it to northern Cali-
fornia, where there’s been blackouts, because
the transmission system is not modern.

Natural gas is clean. It burns clean. It’s—
a lot of plants now that are coming on line
to meet the electricity needs of America are
going to be fueled by natural gas. And that’s
good news. But we need pipelines to get the
gas from reservoir to user. And we need to
understand that. We need to understand we
need to move more product expeditiously
around America.

So this is an energy plan that says to Amer-
ica, let’s work together to get after this prob-
lem. Let’s work together to bring common-
sense solutions. And let’s think about how
best to deploy and employ our resources here
in America, starting with what’s happening
here. We’re really—I am very excited about
what I heard. It’s such a vast potential, and
it’s a great opportunity. And that’s why we
support research and development of such
activities that take place here.

You know, I’ve got such great faith in
America. I do, because one thing we’re not
in short supply of is an entrepreneurial spirit
and brains and problem-solvers. That’s really
the greatness of America. And it’s such an
honor to be the President of such a great
land.

And it is also my honor—and it’s my honor
to welcome to the podium the Secretary of
Energy, former United States Senator
Spencer Abraham.

[At this point, Energy Secretary Abraham
made brief remarks.]

The President. Again Governor, thank
you very much for taking time—and Mr.
Mayor. Ganske, are you on the airplane with
me? Oh, you’re not on the airplane with me.
Well, great to see you. [Laughter]

I must say something about your—about
Senator Grassley. First of all, I got a kick
out of campaigning with him throughout
Iowa. He’s got a remarkable sense of humor
and a great love for Iowa. But he is making
a good deal of progress on getting a tax relief
package out of the United States Congress.
Iowans need to be proud of his leadership.

I saw a lot of folks during the campaign
here, and they talked a lot about me getting
rid of the death tax, and we’re making good
progress. And Senator Grassley is really one
of the leaders. He has assumed an incredibly
important position in the Senate, and he is
bringing a lot of honor to your State.

He’s heard the call, and that is this: We
need to get tax relief done as quickly as pos-
sible. I need to be signing a bill before Me-
morial Day so we can get money. We need
to start getting some of that surplus in the
hands of the hard-working American people,
to help provide a second wind to our econ-
omy, and to help with some of the high en-
ergy bills that people are now facing.

And you need to be proud of your Senator.
He’s working hard, and I’m sure proud to
call him friend. And I want to thank you all
for coming and giving us a chance to talk—
to close an important day in my administra-
tion here in a State that has got an incredible
potential and can play a major role in value-
added processing that will help this great Na-
tion of ours realize its vast potential as we
head into the 21st century.

Thanks for coming, and God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. at the
Biomass Energy Conversion Facility. In his re-
marks, he referred to Senator Thomas Grassley,
who introduced the President; Mayor Andrew
Murphy of Nevada and his wife, Shelly; Gov.
Thomas J. Vilsack of Iowa; Floyd Barwig, director,
Iowa Energy Center; Richard Seagrave, interim
president, Iowa State University; and Environ-
mental Protection Agency Administrator Christine
Todd Whitman.
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Proclamation 7440—National Safe
Boating Week, 2001
May 17, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Over 70 million recreational boaters enjoy

our Nation’s waters, and the national eco-
nomic impact of recreational boating is more
than $25 billion each year. This year marks
the 30th anniversary of the enactment of the
Federal Boat Safety Act. This legislation, de-
signed to improve boating safety and to foster
greater use and enjoyment of our rivers,
lakes, bays, and waters, has accomplished
these goals. By encouraging the participation
of States, local communities, industry, and
the boating public, new generations of Amer-
icans have benefited from the development
of comprehensive boating safety programs.

Two years after passage of the Federal
Boat Safety Act of 1971, 1,754 recreational
boating fatalities were reported, on a base
of approximately 6 million recreational ves-
sels registered. Since then, the number of
registered boats has grown by over 100 per-
cent, yet reported boating fatalities have de-
clined to approximately 750–800 each year.

The coordinated efforts over the past 29
years of the Federal Government, including
the Coast Guard and the Coast Guard Auxil-
iary, States and local communities, and nu-
merous recreational boating organizations,
have made the Recreational Boating Safety
Program a success. Cumulatively, an esti-
mated 27,000 lives are estimated to have
been saved as a result of the recreational
boating safety programs established by the
Federal Boat Safety Act.

However, despite these programs’ suc-
cesses, too many boaters still die on our Na-
tion’s waters. Recreational boating remains
second only to highways in transportation-re-
lated fatalities. Some boaters lack basic boat-
ing safety knowledge and fail to adequately
prepare or exercise caution when boating.
Though recent accident statistics show im-
provement in many categories, nearly 70 per-
cent of all recreational boating victims die
by drowning. Nearly 90 percent of these

drowning victims were not wearing a life
jacket. Most of those lives could have been
saved if the victims had simply worn their
life jackets.

This year’s North American Safe Boating
Campaign, highlighted during National Safe
Boating Week, will emphasize the theme of
‘‘Boat Smart from the Start! Wear Your Life
Jacket!’’ Many recreational boating organiza-
tions promote safety through educational
programs, and I encourage those who will
be on our waterways to take advantage of
these lessons. I also urge all Americans who
enjoy boating to wear their life jackets and
otherwise to conduct themselves responsibly
and safely.

In recognition of the importance of safe
boating practices, the Congress, by joint res-
olution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C.
131), as amended, has authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim annually
the 7-day period prior to Memorial Day
weekend as ‘‘National Safe Boating Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 19 through
May 25, 2001, as National Safe Boating
Week. I encourage the Governors of the 50
States, the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials
of other areas subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States, to join in observing this
occasion and to urge Americans to practice
safe boating habits throughout the year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 21, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 18, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on May 22.
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